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INTRODUCTION 



This is the second issue in a series of publications presenting 
comprehensive, annotated demographic data for all the countries 
and territories of the world, and a continuation of earlier series 
in which similar data, but not detailed source notes, were pre- 
sented. 1 An Advance Report 2 of the present document was 
issued in April 1978 in order to make available preliminary esti- 
mates for 37 selected countries while the complete document 
was still in preparation. 3 

The preparation of demographic estimates for summary 
measures such as those presented here, as well as more detailed 
analyses of data for particular countries, are ongoing functions 
of the International Demographic Data Center. The resulting 
data are widely used by various U.S. government agencies, 
foreign missions, universities, private organizations, and the gen- 
eral public. These data are useful for persons with a need for 
demographic information, whether for policy making, in re- 
search studies, for writing speeches, for marketing purposes, 
or simply as one type of background information for a parti- 
cular country or for international comparisons. 

Although the estimates presented are subject to continuous 
updating as new or better information becomes available, and 
are subject to numerous qualifications as described below, it 
is hoped that the present compilation will adequately fill to- 
day's need for a comprehensive collection of evaluated and 
annotated basic population statistics for all the countries and 
regions of the world. 

Preparing the estimates 

This publication provides selected demographic data for the 200 
countries of the world with a population of at least 5,000 per- 
sons. The amount and quality of available data vary consider- 
ably from one country to the next, often reflecting the general 



'See the various earlier publications: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
World Population: 1975 • Recent Demographic Estimates for the Coun- 
tries and Regions of the World, ISP-WP-75, Washington, D.C., 1976; 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, World Population: 1973 - Recent Demo- 
graphic Estimates for the Countriesand Regions of the World, ISP-WP-73, 
Washington, D.C., 1973. and Agency lor International Development, 
Population Program Assistance - Aid to Developing Countries by the 
United States, Other Nations, and International and Private Agencies. 
Washington. D.C., annual issues, 1968 to 1973. 

“U.S. Bureau of the Consus, World Population: 1977 (Advance 
Report! —Recent Demographic Estimates for Selected Countries of the 
World, ISP-WP-77IAI, Washington. O.C. 1978. 

“For a few countries inotably the People's Republic of China), data 
in the present report represent revisions of the data presented in the 
Advance Report. 



state of social and economic development of the various 
countries. As a result, considerable effort is required, first, to 
amass the data upon which to base the demographic estimates, 
and second, to evaluate the base data and to interpret them in 
the varying contexts in which they were generated for each 
country. Many of the estimates are the result of applying demo- 
graphic techniques for making estimates from incomplete data. 
These techniques are mentioned in the souroe notes for each 
item, and the associated terms are defined in the glossary. 

Estimates for the 150 developing countries of Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America, are made in the International Demographic 
Data Center of the Census Bureau's Population Division. For the 
remaining 50 countries for which data are provided in this 
publication, reported and estimated data are compiled and pro- 
vided by the National and State Population Estimates Branch of 
the Population Division in the case of the United States and its 
outlying areas (American Samoa, Guam, Pacific Islands, Panama 
Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands); and by the 
Bureau's Foreign Demographic Analysis Division, in the case of 
all European countries, Canada, Greenland. Japan, Cuba, and 
the Soviet Union, as well as Mongolia, the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, and the People's Republic of China. 

Benchmark data 

"Benchmark data" in this report, as in the previous one, repre- 
sent the most recent national data upon which reliable demo- 
graphic estimates can be based. In the case of population size, 
this ordinarily means the latest population oensus. As shown in 
table 1 , there are only 1 1 countries 4 that still have never taken a 
oensus, and in fact the majority of countries have taken one 
in the 1970 round, that is, sometime during the period 1965 to 
1974, Nearly a fourth (48) of the world's countries have already 
taken a census in the 1980 round, that is, during the period 
from 1975 to the present. Many of these are African countries 
which missed the 1970 round. Further, it may be expected that 
many additional countries that took censuses in the 1970 round 
will take another before the 1980 round is completed in 1984. 

Besides the population censuses that serve as benchmarks for 
making population estimates, it is worth noting the availability 
of benchmark data upon which estimates of birth and death rates 
may be based. Tables 2 and 3 show that the situation with re- 



4 The 11 countries are Benin, Burundi, Chad, Ethiopia. Niger, and 
Rwanda in Africa; and Afghanistan, Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, Laos, Oman, end Qatar in Asia. 
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INTRODUCTION (Continued) 



Table 1. Population Census Data: Number of Countries by Region and Year of Latest Census 






Total 
number of 
countries 




Year of latest census 






Region 


1975-78 


1970-74 


1 965-69 


Prior 
to 1965 


Never 

taken 


World 


200 


48 


116 


15 


10 


11 


Africa 


55 


16 


21 


9 


3 


6 


Asia 


43 


13 


18 


3 


4 


5 


Latin America 


44 


2 


42 


- 


- 


- 


North America. Europe, 
and Soviet Union 


41 


5 


30 


2 


3 


_ 


Oceania 


17 


11 


5 


1 


- 


- 


- Represents zero. 














Note: Includes all the countries of the world with a population of at least 5,000 persons. 






Table 2. Crude Birth Rate Data: Number of Countries by Region and Year of Benchmark Data 










Year of benchmark data 






Region 


number of 
countries 


1975-78 


1970-74 


1965-69 


Prior 
to 1965 


None 


World 


200 


89 


46 


16 


17 


32 


Africa 


55 


6 


14 


9 


15 


11 


Asia 


43 


13 


ii 


1 


2 


16 


Latin America 


44 


25 


12 


3 


- 


4 


North America, Europe, 
and Soviet Union 


41 


36 


5 


. 


_ 


. 


Oceania 


17 


9 


4 


3 


- 


1 


- Represents zero, 














Note: Includes all the countries of the world with a population of at least 5.000 persons. 







spect to data on vital rates is considerably different from that 
regarding data on total population. The variation among regions 
is also much greater. Although 89 countries have benchmark 
data as recent as 1975 or later upon which to base an estimated 
crude birth rate (84 in the case of the crude death rate), 32 
countries have no such data at all, and In another 33 countries 
the data relate to the 1960's or earlier years. 

Among the 55 African countries under consideration, about 
half have no benchmark data on fertility or mortality, or have 
statistics that date back prior to 1965; only about a third have 
information as reoent as the 1970’s. In Asia, there is a contrast 
between countries with either fairly reoent data, or with none 
at all: of the 43 Asian countries, 24 have benchmark data on 
births and deaths that relate to the 1970's, while 16 have no 
benchmark data at all. Most Latin American countries, like 
those in Oceania and the more developed regions, generally 



have good vital registration systems, with up-to-date, reliable 
information upon which to base birth and death rates. 5 

Looking at the availability of benchmark data on life ex- 
pectancy and infant mortality (tables 4 and 5), it is apparent 
that the more refined the measure, the less available and less 
recent is the base information. In the case of life expectancy, 
for example, 35 of the 55 African countries have benchmark 
information that is either very old (prior to 1965) or have none 
at all; only 9 have benchmark data that relate to the early 
1970's, and none since 1975. 

For Asia, the situation is somewhat better: although about 
half of the 43 countries have no benchmark data on life ex- 

* It should be noted that in tables 1 to 5, the number of countries 
is being counted, rather then the proportion of the world's population 
represented by these countries. Generally the situation would appear 
less favorable If the proportion of the world's population in each cate- 
gory were considered. 
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INTRODUCTION (Continued) 



Table 3. Crude Death Rate Data: Number of Countries by Region and Year of Benchmark Data 










Year of benchmark data 








Total 












Region 


number of 
countries 


1975-78 


1970-74 


1965-69 


Prior 
to 1965 


None 


World 


200 


84 


45 


15 


20 


36 


Africa 


55 


6 


12 


9 


16 


12 


Asia 


43 


11 


13 


- 


3 


16 


Latin America 
North America, Europe. 


44 


22 


11 


3 


1 


7 


and Soviet Union 


41 


36 


5 


- 


- 




Oceania 


17 


9 


4 


3 


- 


1 


- Represents zero. 














Note: Includes all the countries of the world with a population 


of at least 5,000 persons. 






Table 4 Life Expectancy Data: Number of Countries by Region and Year of Benchmark Data 










Year of benchmark data 








Total 
number of 
countries 












Region 


1975-78 


197074 


1965-69 


Prior 
to 1965 


None 


World 


200 


18 


59 


36 


26 


61 


Africa 


55 


- 


9 


11 


13 


22 


Asia 


43 


6 


13 


2 


2 


20 


Latin America 
North America, Europe, 


44 


2 


14 


13 


9 


6 


and Soviet Union 


41 


8 


20 


5 


- 


8 


Oceania 


17 


2 


3 


5 


2 


5 


- Represents zero. 














Note: Includes all the countries of the world with a population of at least 5,000 persons. 







pectancy, or have very dated information. 19 countries have base 
data in the 1970’s. For Latin America and Ooeania. the base 
data are generally more recent, and there are relatively fewer 
countries with no benchmark mortality data upon which to base 
estimates of life expectancy at birth. 

For most regions, the availability of data on infant mortality 
is somewhat more frequent and more recent than that for life 
expectancy (due primarily to the nature of the measure, which 
requires less information), although for Asia the situation is 
about the same for both items. 

Because of the variability among the countries and regions 
of the world in terms of data availability and especially because 
of the differences in the recency of hard data, the benchmark 
estimates cannot serve to provide a worldwide demographic 
picture at the same point in time for any of the measures 
presented. 



Projected estimates 

As was done in the previous report in this series, selected items 
of benchmark data in the present document are projected to a 
recent year. These projected estimates refer to midyear 1977 in 
the case of total population, and to 1976 for the birth rate, 
death rate, and growth rate. This is done for the convenience of 
the user who requires recent information for all countries for 
cross-country comparisons or for other purposes, and to permit 
the aggregation of the data for these items to refer to world 
regions and world totals. 

The reliability of the projected estimates varies considerably 
from one country to another, and therefore all of these data 
should be interpreted in the context of their source notes. 
Particular attention should be given to the nature of the bench- 
mark data, the methods used to obtain the estimates and. 
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Table 5 . Infant Mortality Data: Number of Countries by Region and Year of Benchmark Data 

Year of benchmark data 



Total 



Region 


number of 
countries 


1975-78 


1970-74 


1965-69 


Prior 
to 1965 


None 


World 


200 


66 


47 


19 


16 


52 


Africa 


55 


3 


13 


6 


14 


19 


Asia 


43 


7 


13 


2 


1 


20 


Latin America 


44 


14 


15 


9 


1 


5 


North America, Europe, 
and Soviet Union 


41 


33 


5 


1 


_ 


2 


Oceania 


17 


9 


1 


1 


- 


6 



- Represents zero. 

Note: Includes all the countries of the world with a population of at least 5.000 persons. 



especially, the number of years elapsed between the benchmark 
data and the projected estimates. In many instances the avail- 
able information is not sufficiently reliable to derive a single 
estimate and. in these cases, a range of estimated vital rates is 
shown. In the case of the benchmark data, such ranges are 
frequently derived by applying different demographic techniques 
to the same base data; and in the case of the projected estimates 
they are frequently presented in an attempt to allow for a 
probable, but unmeasured change in the birth or death rate in 
the time interval since the reference date of the benchmark. In 
no case is the range in vital rates meant to represent a statistical 
confidence interval for the data in question. Although it would 
be desirable to be able to determine such confidence intervals, 
this is not possible with existing methodology. 

Estimates in this publication supersede previous data pub- 
lished by the Census Bureau, and are themselves subject to 
revision as new information becomes available. The reader is 
cautioned against using figures presented here in conjunction 
with figures presented in previous Census Bureau publications 
or elsewhere to develop time series. 

Notes on the tables 

Following are some explanatory notes relating specifically to 
the data sheets for each country. The numbers correspond to 
the numbered items in the data for each country. 

1. Enumerated population. The reported population figure is 
shown. The figure presented is a de facto count unless the note 
stales it to be de jure (see glossary for definitions of de facto 
and de jure). For the countries in which no census has ever 
been taken, a survey figure is shown whenever possible. 

2. Adjusted population. Whenever available, an adjusted figure 
based on an evaluation of the reported data is presented. The 



source note indicates the overall magnitude of the adjustment, 
and whether the adjustment was made officially by the country, 
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, or by some other organiza- 
tion. Although many of the source notes for this item indicate 
that the census "has not been evaluated for possible coverage 
error." this means in some instances, particularly for the 
European countries, that no special effort was made to deter- 
mine whether an adjusted figure is available. 

3-4. Crude birth and death rates. Whenever possible, these rates 
are based on figures taken from the registration of vital events. 
However, in a large number of developing countries, vital reg- 
istration either is too incomplete to serve as a basis for vital 
rates estimates, or is nonexistent. In such cases, the data should 
be interpreted in the context of the source notes, which briefly 
explain their derivation. 

5. Annual rate of growth. For many countries, where inter- 
national migration is not a significant factor in population 
change, the growth rate is synonymous with the rate of natural 
increase (see glossary). Where migration is significant, an 
attempt is made to mention in the note the rate of net immigra- 
tion or emigration, and whether this is based on actual informa- 
tion relating specifically to migration, or whether it is just im- 
plied by independent estimates of the rates of growth and 
natural increase. 

6. Life expectancy at birth. As shown, this measure relates to 
both sexes combined, although it is sometimes derived by com- 
bining separate data for each sex. Where adequate data are not 
available to construct an empirical life table from which to de- 
rive the life expectancy at birth, a rough estimate is sometimes 
given in the note based on the selection of a seemingly appropri- 
ate model life table. 
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7. Infant mortality rata. As in the case of the life expectancy at 
birth, a rough estimate based on model life tables is sometimes 
shown in the note when more direct information is not avail- 
able. This is done for the benefit of the user who can make do 
with a rough approximation in the absence of reliable data. 

8. Percent of population under 15 years of age. This figure is 
usually based on census or survey data, but occasionally (espe- 
cially for the more developed countries) a reliable post-censal 
estimate is presented. 

9-10. Median age of mother and median birth order. Whenever 
possible, these data are based on the registration of births by 
age of mother, and by birth order. In some cases even if registra- 
tion is incomplete, the registered data are considered adequate 
for estimating these measures. In other cases, they are based 
on available census or survey data. For many countries, no reli- 
able base information is available, particularly by birth order. 

11. Percent urban. In most cases, this percentage isgiven accord- 
ing to the definition of what is urban as prescribed by each in- 
dividual country. This of course is not consistent from one 
country to the next, and so comparisons should be made with 
caution. 

12. Percent of labor force in agriculture. This percentage is 
given according to the definition of the individual country, and 
may vary. However, in the present report agriculture is generally 
taken to include the categories of hunting, fishing, and forestry. 
Also in calculating the percent in agriculture, the total labor 
force usually excludes activities not adequately described. The 
minimum age for data on labor force participation also varies 
among countries. 

13. Population, July 1, 1977. This item is generally shown in 
italics to indicate that it is a projection beyond the date of the 
benchmark population, as it appears in items 1 and/or 2. The 
same figure is shown for 1977 in the population time series for 
1950 to 1977, where the note on its derivation appears. 

14-15. Birth and death rates, 1976. In most cases these are 
projected estimates shown in italics, representing rates projected 
beyond tne year of the benchmark data. For countries where 
reliable registered or derived rates for 1976 are presented as 
benchmarks in items 3 and 4, the same rates appear in items 14 
and 15, and italics are not used. 

16. Annual rate of growth, 1976. As in item 5, net international 
migration is taken into account for this item, whenever it is a 
significant component of population change in a given country. 
This is a rate for calendar-year 1976, as opposed to the rates 
shown in the population time series, 1950 to 1977, which are 
calculated based on change from one midyear to the next. 

Midyear population estimates 

Depending upon the availability of base data for the particular 
countries, one, several, or many point estimates of total popula- 



tion are used as a basis for constructing the population time 
series. These points, as well as the availability of supplementary 
information on growth rates, are indicated in the notes. Al- 
though population figures are shown in thousands and growth 
rates to one decimal plaoe, calculations were performed on un- 
rounded numbers. Annual rates of growth are based on the mid- 
year population estimates. 

List of censuses 

Following the Midyear Population Estimates, most censuses 
taken since 1950 land occasionally those taken in the late 
1940's) are listed in the data sheets for each country. In a few 
cases a census is omitted from this listing if after analysis the 
results were not deemed adequate for use as a base in making 
population estimates, usually because the figures are grossly 
inconsistent with other known demographic facts available for 
the country, or occasionally because the country's government 
itself has repudiated the results. The listing of cenaises is 
omitted if there has been only one in the country, since it is 
already shown in item 1 of the benchmark data. 

Whenever adjusted oensus figures are available, these are also 
presented. For some censuses, an "inflated" figure is shown. 
This represents an adjustment of a total census figure assuming 
the same peroent undercount found as a result of evaluating 
the results of another census taken in the same country at a 
different date. 

Major sources 

Although many sources are reviewed in preparing the estimates 
for each country, generally only those sources actually used are 
listed here. Some readily available, standard sources are ref- 
erenced in the notes but not listed under Major Souroes. These 
are PVSR, UNDY, UNWP, FAO Yearbook, and ILO Yearbook 
(see List of Abbreviations). For many official government 
publications, the agency name is shown as the author; it is 
preceded by the name of the country only in ambiguous cases, 
that is, where an agency of one country publishes data relating 
to another country. 

Regional totals 

Data for individual countries have been aggregated into totals, 
or weighted averages, for regions and subregions according to 
the United Nations classification, as well as into totals for more 
developed and less developed regions, and the world. This was 
done for those items where data refer to the same year for all 
countries, namely population totals and growth rates for 1950 
to 1977. and birth and death rates for 1976. 

Insofar as these data aggregations involve figures for the 
People's Republic of China, they are shown in two alternative 
ways: including and excluding the estimates for China. Thus, 
aggregations with these two alternatives are shown for the 
East Asia subregion, the Asia region, the less developed region 
as a whole, and the world aggregate. 
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The data for China should be interpreted in a different con- 
text than those for the rest of the world. China is a unique 
case because this one country has an enormous impact on the 
demographic estimates for the world-representing perhaps 
nearly one-fourth of the world population-while at the same 
time representing one of the "worst cases" in terms of data 
availability and our knowledge of what is actually happening 
with regard to levels and trends of fertility, mortality, and 
population growth. Information on the population size and 
growth is usually considered by the Chinese to be an internal 
matter and virtually no information on the national level has 
been released sinoe the 1950's. Only fragmentary data are avail- 
able for vital rates also, although an official goal to lower the 
population growth rate to below one percent in the next three 
years was recently announced.* While there are other cases 
where little is known about some aspects of the demographic 
situation (such as the population size of Afghanistan, where a 
oensus has never been taken; or the death rate in Kampuchea, 
where recent reports on hostilities suggest a very large but 
virtually unquantifiable number of deaths), none of these has 
the impact on the aggregated data for the world that China 
has. For this reason, all data that are aggregated for world re- 
gions and world totals are presented in this report both ex- 
cluding and including China. It is noteworthy that the differ- 
ences among figures presented by various agencies and organi- 
zations with regard to world population size and growth, as well 
as those regarding birtn and death rates, are attributable in large 
part to the levels selected by each agency for the People's 
Republic of China. 7 



•Announced »t the Fifth National People's Congress of the People's 
Republic of China, by Chairman Hua Kuo-feng. See "Bulletin: China." 
International Family Planning Perspectives and Dlgatt. volume 4, number 
1. Spring 1978, p. 30. 

’For examples of such differences, see Roger Kramer and Samuel 
Baum, "Comparison of Recent Estimates of World Population Growth," 
paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of 
America, Atlanta, April 1978. 



The data shown for China in this report represent new series 
provided by the Foreign Demographic Analysis Division sinoe 
the Advance Report was issued. The series were revised pri- 
marily in order to take into account newly released population 
totals for provinces within China. The population growth rate, 
and consequently the birth and death rates, resulting from this 
revision are higher for all series than they were in the series 
shown in the Advance Report. 

Further information 

In general, information used in preparing this publication is 
derived from materials available as of January 1976. Additional 
information on sources and derivation of estimates will be 
provided in response to aiecific questions addressed to the 
Chief, Population Division, U.S. Bureau of the Census. Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20233. Comments on the estimates are invited. 

Related reports 

In addition to the World Population series, other reports on 
demographic topics relating to the developing countries are 
prepared at the Census Bureau. The Country Demographic 
Profiles series are in-depth studies of the population of selected 
countries, presenting an evaluated age-sex distribution for the 
latest census year and projected to a current year, as well as 
various measures of fertility, mortality, and migration. Selected 
tables of social and economic data are also given. To date, pro- 
files have been published in the ISP-DP series for Costa Rica 
(No. 4), Ghana (No. 5), Guatemala (No. 6), Panama (No. 7), 
Sri Lanka (No. 8), Jamaica (No. 9). Honduras (No. 10), Kenya 
(No. 11). Republic of China (No. 12), Chile (No. 13), and 
Thailand (No. 15). 

Other reports on special topics are published in the Inter- 
national Research Documents (ISP-RD) series. Some recent 
and forthcoming documents deal with such topics as mortality 
in Indonesia, rural and urban population in Colombia, infant 
mortality in less developed countries, and demographic measures 
in Afghanistan. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 



Acronyms and abbreviated forms as used for some source refer- 
ences in this report are shown below. Abbreviations used on 
the data sheets of a single country are explained in the Major 
Sources for that country and are not repeated here. Also see 
the separate glossary for definitions of technical terms. 

CELADE: Centro Latinoamericano de Demograffa. Santiago 
and San Jose 

CEMA: Council of Economic Mutual Aid. Moscow. 

CICRED: Committee for International Coordination of Na- 
tional Research in Demography. Paris. 

FAO Yearbook: United Nations. Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation. Production Yearbook. Various issues. Rome. 

FDAD: U.S. Bureau of the Census. Foreign Demographic 
Analysis Division. Washington. 



ILO Yearbook: United Nations. International Labour Office. 
Year Book of Labour Statistics. Various issues. Genera 

INSEE: Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Eco- 
rtomiques. Paris. 

IUSSP: International Union for the Scientific Study of Popu- 
lation. Lifege. 

NA: Data not available. 

OECD: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment. Paris. 

PVSR: United Nations. Statistical Office. Population and 
Vital Statistics Report. Statistical Papers. Series A. Various 
issues. New York. 

UNDY: United Nations. Statistical Office. Demographic Year- 
book. Various issues. New York. 

UNWP: United Nations. Population Division. Working Paper. 
Various issues. New York 



GLOSSARY 



Definitions in this glossary refer to terms as they are used in the 
present publication. Terms that are in bold type within a 
definition are also defined elsewhere in the glossary. For more 
technical definitions of these and other terms, see United 
Nations. Multilingual Demographic Dictionary. English Section. 
New York. 1958. A new version of the demographic dictionary 
is currently being prepared by the International Union for the 
Scientific Study of Population. 

Age-sex-specific mortality rate. The number of deaths which 
occur during 1 year to a given sex in a given age group per 
1 .000 persons in the same sex and age group (based on 
midyear population). 

Age-specific fertility rate. The number of births which occur 
during 1 year to women in a given age group per 1,000 
women in the same age group (based on midyear population). 



Age-specific marital fertility rate. The number of births which 
occur during 1 year to married women in a given age group 
per 1 ,000 married women In the same age group (based on 
midyear population). 

Benchmark data. A term used to describe those reported and 
estimated figures which are based on reliable population 
censuses, vital registration systems, and/or sample surveys. 

Birth order. The numerical order (eg., first, second) of a live- 
born child in relation to all the previous live-born children 
of the mother. 

Birth rate. The number of births which occur during 1 year 
per 1 ,000 persons (based on midyear population). 

Bran fertility technique. A method of adjusting age-specific 
fertility rates based on an assumed relationship between the 
number of children born during a recent specified period 
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GLOSSARY (Continued) 



(usually 1 year) and the average number of children ever 
born per woman in 5-year age groups. See William Brass. 
Methods of Estimating Fertility and Mortality from Limited 
and Defective Data, Laboratories for Population Statistics, 
Occasional Publication, Chapel Hill, 1975. 

Brass mortality technique. A method of estimating the level 
of infant and child mortality based on an assumed relation- 
ship between the proportion of children ever born who are 
still surviving per woman in given 5-year age groups and cer- 
tain life table values. See William Brass, Methods of Esti- 
mating Fertility and Mortality from Limited and Defective 
Data. Laboratories for Population Statistics. Occasional 
Publication, Chapel Hill, 1975. 

ChandrasekarDeming formula. A mathematical formula used 
to estimate the number of vital events missed by the two 
independent data gathering operations of a dual record 
system. See U.S. Bureau of the Census, The Methods and 
Materials of Demography, by Henry S. Shryock, Jacob S. 
Siegel, and Associates, Washington, D.C., pp. 834-836, 1971 . 

Child(hood) mortality. Mortality between the ages of one and 
four years. 

Children ever born. The number of live births a woman has had. 
regardless of whether the children are now living or dead, or 
living with or away from the mother. At times data may be 
collected or reported only for women of a specific group, 
e.g., ever-married women. 

Children surviving. The number of children a woman has who 
are still alive at the time of the inquiry, regardless of whether 
the children are now living with or away from the mother. 
At times data may be collected or reported only for women 
of a specific group, e g., ever-married women. 

Coale-Demany regional model life tables. See model life table. 

Cohort. A group of individuals who experience the same event 
in the same calendar period, such as birth or marriage in the 
same year. 

Component method. A method of projecting the size of a 
population by age and sex, in which separate assumptions 
are made, by age and sex. concerning the future fertility, 
mortality, and migration rates of the population. 

Coverage error. A measure of the extent to which a census or 
survey fails to enumerate persons who properly fall within 
its scope. See overenumeration and underenumeration. 

Death rate. The number of deaths which occur during 1 year 
per 1,000 persons (based on midyear population). 

De facto population. A concept under which individuals are 
attributed to the geographic area where they were physically 
located at the time of the enumeration. 

De jura population. A concept under which individuals are 
attributed to a geographic area by virtue of their usual place 



of residence, whether or not they were physically located in 
that area at the time of the enumeration. 

Dual record system. A method of obtaining estimates of vital 
statistics which employs the simultaneous collection of 
reports of vital events by two independent data gathering 
operations, and the matching of the reports collected by 
the two independent operations. 

Empirical life table. A life table derived directly from the ob- 
served frequency of death in an actual population. 

Growth rata. The annual increase (or decrease) to the popula- 
tion resulting from a surplus (or deficit) of births over deaths 
and the balance of migrants entering and leaving the country, 
expressed as a percentage of the base population. 

Incomplete registration. A term used to indicate that registered 
data represent less than 90 percent coverage of all vital 
events. 

Infant mortality rate. A measure of the frequency of death 
between birth and age 1 during a specified period of time. 
Usually calculated as the number of deaths to infants under 
1 year of age per 1,000 live births occurring in the same 
calendar year. 

Life expectancy at birth. The average number of years to be 
lived by persons born in a given year if mortality rates for 
each age group remain constant in the future. 

Life table. A statistical table representing the life history of a 
hypothetical cohort of people as it diminishes gradually by 
death. 

Life table central death rates. The annual number of deaths per 
1 .000 persons occurring between age x and x+n in a life table 
population. 

Logit mortality technique. A method used for estimating a 
life table based on an assumed relationship between partial 
empirical data and a standard (model) life table. See William 
Brass, Methods of Estimating Fertility and Mortality from 
Limited and Defective Data, Laboratories for Population 
Statistics. Occasional Publication. Chapel Hill, 1975. 

Longitudinal survey. A survey which follows the same group 
of individuals (or households) over time by means of re- 
peated visits. 

Median age of mother. The midpoint age that separates the 
younger half of all women giving birth in a given year from 
the older half. 

Median birth order. The midpoint birth order that separates 
the lower half of all birth orders in a given year from the 
upper half. 

Model life table. A life table not derived directly from the 
observed mortality of an actual population. Well known sets 
of model life tables include United Nations model life tables 
and Coale-Demeny regional model life tables. 
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Mortara fertility technique. A method of estimating age-specific 
fertility rates based on the difference between the average 
number of children ever born per woman at each consecutive 
age. 

Net emigration rate. An excess number of persons permanently 
leaving a country over those permanently entering during 1 
year per 1 ,000 persons (based on midyear population) 

Net immigration rate. An excess number of persons perma 
nently entering a country over those permanently leaving 
during 1 year per 1 ,000 persons (based on midyear popu- 
lation). 

Net migration rate. The balance between the number of persons 
permanently entering and leaving a country during 1 year per 
1 000 persons (based on midyear population). 

Orphanhood technique. A method of estimating adult mortality 
based on the proportion of children at each age whose 
mothers and fathers are alive at the time of the census or 
survey. See William Brass. Methods for Estimating Fertility 
and Mortality from Limited and Defective Data, Laboratories 
for Population Statistics, Occasional Publication. Chapel 
Hill, 1975. 

Overenumeration. An enumeration of the population which 
erroneously counts more persons than actually belong to it. 

Possible combinations of vital rates. Refers to a range of 
growth rates which allows for all combinations among given 
birth, death, and net migration rates. 

Post enumeration survey. A survey used for checking the 
coverage and aocuracy of a population census in which a 
sample of the population is independently re-enumerated 
soon after the census. 

Projected estimates. A term used to describe projections of 
total population and vital rates for years since the date of 
availability of the last reliable population census figures, 
complete vital registration data, or sample survey data. In 
instances where benchmark data on vital rates for 1976 are 
available, the benchmark data are repeated under the heading 
of "Projected Estimates." 

Quasi-stable population analysis. A method of demographic 
analysis based on a population model which characterizes a 
population which is not subject to migration, where fertility 



has remained constant over a long period of time, and where 
mortality has been declining. 

Rate of natural increase. The annual increase (or decrease) to 
the population resulting from a surplus (or deficit) of births 
over deaths, expressed as a percentage of the midyear popu- 
lation. The natural increase of the population does not in- 
clude an allowance for net migration. 

Registration. A method of continuously recording information 
on vital events as they occur, through either a civil or a 
special recording system. 

Retrospective question. A question asked in censuses and 
surveys which attempts to obtain information about past 
actions or events rather than about the present status of the 
respondent or his/her family. 

Reverse survival method. A method of estimating a population 
age-sex distribution in the past by applying to a more recent 
population distribution the reciprocal of age-sex-specific 
survival ratios for a specified period. This method may also 
be used to estimate the number of births which occurred 
during a specified time period in the past. 

Selected combinations of vital rates. Refers to a range of 
growth rates which allows for only selected combina- 
tions among specified sets of birth, death, and net migration 
rates. This range is narrower than the range allowing for all 
possible combinations. 

Sex ratio at birth. The number of male births for each female 
birth. 

Stable population analysis. A method of demographic analysis 
based on a population model which characterizes a popula- 
tion which is not subject to migration, and where fertility 
and mortality have remained constant over a long period of 
time. 

Survival ratios. The proportion of persons in a given age group 
who will be alive n years later. 

Underenumeration. An enumeration of the population which 
erroneously counts fewer persons than actually belong to it 

Underregistration. The failure to record all vital events which 
occur during a specified time period in a given population. 

Vital event. A general term referring to birth and death. 
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COMPOSITION OF SUBREGIONS 



The countries listed in italics are less developed countries; the remainder are more developed countries. Assignment of 
countries into more developed and less developed categories is done according to the United Nations classification . 1 



SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Boa wans 
Lasotho 
Namibia 
South Africa 
Swaziland 



WESTERN AFRICA 



AFRICA 

EASTERN AFRICA 

Burundi 

Comoros 

Djibouti 

Ethiopia 

Kenya 

Madagascar 

Malawi 

Mauritius 

Mozambique 

Reunion 

Rwanda 

Saychalias 

Somalia 

Southern Rhodesia 
Tanzania 
Uganda 
Zambia 

MIDDLE AFRICA 
Angola 
Cameroon 

Central A frfean Empire 

Chad 

Congo 

Equatorial Guinea 
Gabon 

Sao Toma and Principe 
Zaire 

NORTHERN AFRICA 
Algeria 
Egypt 
Lilya 
Morocco 
Sudan 
Tunisia 

Western Sahara 



1 Note that the category for six countries has changed since the publication of 
World Population: 1975. The region of Temperate South America, comprised of Argentina. 
Chile and Uruguay, is now classified as less developed. Cyprus, Israel and Turkey are now 
included by the United Nations in the region of Southern Europe, which is classified as more 
developed. In this publication Cyprus. Israel and Turkey are included in the category of 
more developed in line with the current United Nations practice, but they are retained 
in their original subregion of Western South Asia. 



Benin 
Cape Varda 
Gambia. The 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Ivory Coast 
Liberia 
Mali 

Mauritania 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Saint Helena 
Senega! 

Sierra Leona 
Togo 

Upper Volta 



EAST ASIA 

China . People's Republic of 
China. Republic of 
Hong Kong 
Japan 

Korea. Democratic People's Republic of 

Korea. Republic of 

Macao 

Mongolia 

EASTERN SOUTH ASIA 

Brunei 

Burma 

Indonesia 

Kampuchea 

Laos 

Malaysia 

Philippines 

Singapore 

Thailand 

Vietnam 

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA 

A fghanistan 

Bangladesh 

Bhutan 

India 

Iran 

Maldives 

Napa! 

Pakistan 
Sri Lanka 

WESTERN SOUTH ASIA 

Bahrain 
Cyprus 
Gaza Strip 
Iraq 
Israel 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Oman 
Qatar 

Saudi Arabia 
Syria 
Turkey 

United Arab Emirates 
Yemen I Aden ) 

Yemen (Sana! 
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LATIN AMERICA 

CARIBBEAN 

Antigua 
Bahamas. The 
Barbados 

British Virgin Islands 
Cayman Islands 
Cuba 
Dominica 

Dominican Republic 

Grenada 

Guadeloupe 

Haiti 

Jamaica 

Martinique 

Montserrat 

Netherlands Antilles 

Puerto Rico 

Saint Christopher-Nevis-A nguilla 

Saint Lucia 

Saint V incant 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Turks and Caicos Islands 

Virgin Islands 

MIDDLE AMERICA 

Belize 
Costa Rica 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 

Panama Cana! Zone 

TEMPERATE SOUTH AMERICA 

Argentina 

Chile 

Uruguay 

TROPICAL SOUTH AMERICA 

Honvta 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

French Guiana 
Guyana 
Paraguay 
Peru 

Suriname 

Venezuela 



NORTHERN AMERICA, 
EUROPE, 

SOVIET UNION 

NORTHERN AMERICA 

Bermuda 

Canada 

Greenland 

Saint Pierre and Miquelon 
United States 

EASTERN EUROPE 

Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

German Democratic Republic 

Hungary 

Poland 

Romania 

NORTHERN EUROPE 

Channel Islands 

Denmark 

Faroe Islands 

Finland 

Iceland 

Ireland 

Isle of Man 

Norway 

Sweden 

United Kingdom 

SOUTHERN EUROPE 

Albania 

Andorra 

Gibraltar 

Greece 

Italy 

Malta 

Portugal 

San Marino 

Spain 

Yugoslavia 

WESTERN EUROPE 

Austria 

Belgium 

France 

Germany , Federal Republic of 

Liechtenstein 

Luxembourg 

Monaco 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

SOVIET UNION 



OCEANIA 

AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND 

Australia 
New Zealand 

MELANESIA 

New Caledonia 
New Hebrides 
Papua New Guinea 
Solomon Islands 

MICRONESIA 

Gilbert Islands and Tuvalu 

Guam 

Nauru 

Pacific Islands 

POLYNESIA 

American Samoa 
Cook Islands 

Fiji 

French Polynesia 

Samoa 

Tonga 

Wallis and Futuna 
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Table I World Population, 1977, and Vital Ratos, 1976, by 
Continent and Development Category 



1976 

Estimated 



Region 


population 
July 1. 1977 
(thousands) 


Births 
per 1 ,000 
population 


Deaths 
per 1,000 
population 


Rate of 
growth 
(percent) 


WORLD 1 


4,257,655 


29-33 


12-13 


1. 7-2.0 


More developed 


1 ,154,439 


16 


9 


0.7 


Less developed 1 


3,103,216 


34-39 


13-14 


2. 1-2. 4 


AFRICA 2 


430,757 


45-48 


18-20 


2. 5-2. 9 


ASIA 1 


2,486,045 


32-37 


12-14 


1.9-2. 2 


More developed 


159,870 


21 


7-8 


1.3-1. 4 


Less developed 1 


2,326,175 


33-38 


12-14 


2.0-2. 3 


LATIN AMERICA 2 


341,599 


34-37 


9 


2. 4-2. 7 


NORTHERN AMERICA 1 


240,258 


15 


9 


0.8 


EUROPE AND SOVIET UNION 1 


737,096 


16 


10 


0.6 


OCEANIA 


21 ,900 


21-22 


9 


1.2-1. 3 


More developed 


17,215 


16 


8 


0.9 


Less developed 


4,685 


40-41 


12-13 


2. 3-2. 5 


Excluding the People's 










Republic of China: 










WORLD 1 


3,275,124 


30-32 


12-13 


1.7-1. 9 


Less developed 1 


2,120,685 


38-40 


14-15 


2. 3-2. 5 


ASIA 1 


1 ,503,514 


35-37 


14 


2. 1-2. 3 


Less developed 1 


1,343,644 


37-39 


14-15 


2. 2-2. 4 



1 The base population used in calculating the 1976 vital rates excludes the population 
of Kampuchea, for which no estimates of 1976 rates were available. 

2 Less developed. 
s More developed. 

Note: For a list of countries by development category, see pp. 10 and 11. For population 
and vital rates according to alternate classifications, see the Appendix. 
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Toble 2 World Population and Average Annual Rates of Growth, by Continent 
and Development Category: 1950 to 1977 



Midyear population (thousands) 



Region 


1977 


1975 


1970 


1965 


1960 


1955 


1950 


WORLD 


4,257,655 


4,100,271 


3,721,518 


3,371,239 


3,057,737 


2,769,606 


2,525,852 


More developed 


1,154,439 


1,137,410 


1,087,279 


1,036,567 


975,288 


913,389 


855,150 


Less developed 


3,103,216 


2,962,861 


2,634,239 


2,334,672 


2,082,449 


1 ,856,217 


1 ,670,702 


AFRICA 1 


430,757 


407,368 


356,384 


313,369 


277,011 


247,032 


222,039 


ASIA 


2,486,045 


2,382,246 


2,132,872 


1,902,520 


1,710,322 


1,533,925 


1,386,861 


More developed 


159,870 


155,561 


143,256 


133,187 


124,306 


115,944 


106,305 


Less developed 


2,326,175 


2,226,685 


1 ,989,616 


1,769,333 


1 ,586,016 


1,417,981 


1,280,556 


LATIN AMERICA 1 


341 ,599 


324,341 


284,295 


248,501 


216,389 


188,539 


165,764 


NORTHERN AMERICA 2 


240 , 258 


236,409 


226,308 


214,075 


198,661 


181,740 


166,075 


EUROPE AND SOVIET 


737,096 


728,566 


702,217 


675,129 


639,540 


604,249 


572,577 


UNION 2 
















OCEANIA 


21 ,900 


21,341 


19,442 


17,645 


15,814 


14,121 


12,536 


More developed 


17,215 


16,874 


15,498 


14,176 


12,781 


11,456 


10,193 


Less developed 


4,685 


4,467 


3,944 


3,469 


3,033 


2,665 


2,343 


Excluding the People's Republic of China: 












WORLD 


3,275,124 


3,157,234 


2,874,938 


2,617,222 


2,374,662 


2,159,386 


1 ,978,488 


Less developed 


2,120,685 


2,019,824 


1,787,659 


1,580,655 


1,399,374 


1,245,997 


1,123,338 


ASIA 


1,503,514 


1,439,209 


1,286,292 


1,148,503 


1,027,247 


923,705 


839,497 


Less developed 


1,343,644 


1 ,283,648 


1 ,143,036 


1,015,316 


902,941 


807,761 


733,192 






Average annual rate of growth (percent) 








1975-77 


1970-75 


196570 


1960-65 


1955 60 


1950-55 




WORLD 


1.9 


1.9 


2.0 


2.0 


2.0 


1.8 




More developed 


0.7 


0.9 


1.0 


1.2 


1.3 


1.3 




Less developed 


2.3 


2.4 


2.4 


2.3 


2.3 


2.1 




AFRICA 1 


2.8 


2.7 


2.6 


2.5 


2.3 


2.1 




ASIA 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.1 


2.2 


2.0 




More developed 


1.4 


1.6 


1.5 


1.4 


1.4 


1.7 




Less developed 


2.2 


2.3 


2.3 


2.2 


2.2 


2.0 




LATIN AMERICA 1 


2.6 


2.6 


2.7 


2.8 


2.8 


2.6 




NORTHERN AMERICA 2 


0.8 


0.9 


1.1 


1.5 


1.8 


1.8 




EUROPE AND SOVIET UNION 2 0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


1.1 


1.1 


1.1 




OCEANIA 


1.3 


1.9 


1.9 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 




More developed 


1.0 


1.7 


1.8 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 




Less developed 


2.4 


2.5 


2.6 


2.7 


2.6 


2.6 




Excluding the People's Republic of China: 












WORLD 


1.8 


1.9 


1.9 


1.9 


1.9 


1 .7 




Less developed 


2.4 


2.4 


2.5 


2.4 


2.3 


2.1 




ASIA 


2.2 


2.2 


2.3 


2.2 


2.1 


1.9 




Less developed 


2.3 


2.3 


2.4 


2.3 


2.2 


1.9 




1 Less developed. 














2 More developed 
















Note: For a list of countries by development category, see pp. 10 and 11. 


For population and 



rates of growth according to alternate classifications, see the Appendix. 
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Population Growth in the World and 
the Major Regions: 1950 to 1977 



F gure 1 Population of the World’s Thirty Largest Countries: 1977 




Ethiopia 



India 



China. 

Peoplo's 

Rep. 



Of every 10 people in the world today . four live in either China 
or India. Add the Soviet Union and the United States, and half 
the world's population is covered. The other half of the world’s 
people are distributed among the remaining 196 countries and 
territories. 

Ninety percent of the world's population lives in the 50 most 
populous countries. In 24 of these countries, containing 2.8 
billion people or nearly three-fourths of the combined popula- 
tion of the 50 countries, the population growth rate declined 
during the last 10 years. 1 Every continent is represented among 
the countries where declines in the growth rate occurred. 
Such declines took plaoe not only in developed countries, where 
growth rates were generally already low a decade ago. but also 
in many of the less developed countries. 

Especially notable are estimated declines in annual growth 
rates of 08 percentage points during the last decade in Sri 
Lanka. 0.7 points in the Philippines. Thailand, and the Republic 
of Korea. 0 6 points in Colombia. 0.4 points in South Africa, 
and 0.3 points in Turkey and the Republic of China. Annual 
growth rates in these countries ranged from 2.3 to 3.0 percent 
in 1966. all but three were below 2.3 percent by 1976. Similarly 



’Worldwide. 70 percent of the total population is represented in 91 
tountries /.here the growth rate was lower in 1976 than In 1966 18 
percent in 80 countries where the 1976 rate was higher, and 12 percent 
In 29 countries where the growth rate was the same in 1976 as in 1966. 
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